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BgJofmSHttgmimd Said Xiimltuf: 

O ' OOPERATION -.with'" “friencUy’’; intelligence 
agencies was the established practice of ILLS, 
embassies andtheCIA.abroad,ahdthat included: 
granting, visas, to known agentS ; TdVc6nduct intelli^ 
gence missioE3 la the United 86ates.' But some^! 
• thing about the' request Ambassadom'Ceorge-Wt 
• Landau.; received in late July . 1976"' from; a Para-?: 
onawn jwiwrmr»ewb-'flfRft!»l 4 in‘i'A!hrn(? 5 on'. , »rniised''. 


The official, a fop aide to Paraguayan President 
Alfiedo StroessnerJasstned Landauthat Chilean 
President Augusto-I’inochet hircself was asking 
for a favor.TheofScial said he- needed visas im-L 
mediately for . two? Chilean Annyl! officers : using? 
Paraguayan' passports to travel from Asuncion to; 
Washington- on an? intelligence missiphvlTEe- mis^ 
, sion,'he.said; had been cleared t with the CliVsta- 

* Ly -- a.* ~t •sy -* ' * A,- ^1^.4 f t.yi A™ * * 

tion? in ;Santiagb r ahd the two*.? men' would be in 



‘Ambassador .Landau, according;;, to- his' later 
testimony/issued' the visas': for- the (two men thej 
next morning;, But his suspicion's led him to take 
two precautions: He had. tKeiagents’ false Para- 
guayaa passports photographed/and he sent the 

— . V;. A^iV-tTA'-Li- J ' L •“ . • . , , •-* 


photographs to CIAheadquarters with a full ac- 

couhfc''6fhhetafiaif^t-^ ^" cil ‘ J ’"' ;i Ao?iii «»k. ou:u^- 


agents 
Washington? 


~£jU3t/ ihtcase, the Chilean 
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the assassination of .Orlando ?Le teller, six . weeks 
later. ;In the.weeks;'p:jec8ding the assassination of? 
the leftist, former ambasaador?-'and foreign minis-:- 
. ter; a flurry, of cables and official communication^" 
went back andforth between the'U.S;:Embassy in 
Asuncion, the State Departmentf'the CIA and'the '1 
Immigrationand Naturalizatidn Seryice concern- ' 
ing the two: Chilean agenfe/^wHose- fe^identiti'es: 

- — - not learned until almost two yea?rs' later— werer 
Michael; Townley and Arm an d o - F e m an d ez,:‘ the 



. ■•? CIADirector George Bushand Insdeputy.'Gem 
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•’ bassador’s cable, sentyia a top secret . State : De- 
partment, “back channel,’.? went first, to the office 
> ; of Secretary of State Henry ffissinger^fe^e:^;? 
.yTAll-that raises nsenesrqf disturbing questions. -. 
U;S; officials? at the Highest levels knew-imadvancfr 
■ aboufcChile’s undercover mission in, Washington 
and possessed 'photos-and passport information.. 
.Was that Information, sufficient, foreknowledge . -to ■ 
have?preVented' the murders? Once - the assassina- 7 
•tiob?; occurred Jwas ' the - information;- turned-, over 



,g The pictures. And. the advmace .information oh 
tained by Landau pndothers ultimately provided 
the. keys to solving the; case. But, unlike fictional ' 
spy mysteries, all. the pieces of.the puzzle. did not 
fall into place with? the identification of .the guilty. 
Instead, the U.S. agencies involved in the cose im- 
posed an extraordinary mantle of secrecy over the - 
?actions of H.S.. officials before and after theassas- , 
sinati.bn’ahd?,qver. the. records; and files relating., to 
those Actions.? Giyen the secrecy, about the extent 
. of ;?U.S;.; gqvenment. foreknowledge, the-, questions 
. wrais^Cijn only, be partially answer ed. . -R : 

';;.9c^ co rdihg.ta'6ur.rec6nstrUctidmqrj 
j,'-^y^nt3,f;the.iTLetelief*7assassmationi 
set. in motion in- late June. 1976.-' 
?;3^bdchet’s:- intelligence 7 service. 7 - had, 
^fadeivedTreports- ofcLetelier’s .fecentl 
Mf^if-HoUand. to- lobby agamsiK^ 
m^pillidh: investment by a Dutch 
ibc^taipahy 7 in' Chile?^hd?°f confident 
in*Nevv. Work .between 
r fL^lelier. and a prominent . leader; of 
' r^de’gT.xentris^ Chmtianf-nem 

f ‘'wMic.iParty,;. Congress',- iiad -iust'^cut 
/ fOff .Chile’s militarv^aid beMnsft-"*hf 
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: -the. next ?three montihs^’CoL 
, 'l? Gontreras, chief, of ;DINA, : 

i^iq^Gbileansecretpolice, dispatched 
tifiyb^of.'his agents on 'four? separata.? 7 
f|«p^;intt!n;elated; inissiona tokWash-.i 
| Jbgtpp to carry out the orde? to kill ., 

aW^dfdp?^aILeteherfas?sassinaticm; 





